
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 

www.sandfordchurch.org.uk 

John Findon (associate priest)     01865 434256 

john.findon@jesus.ox.ac.uk 

Bob Morgan (associate priest)     01865 748848 

robert.morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk 

Teresa Morgan (associate priest) 

Church Wardens:  Christian Bradley; Clive Tasker  

Director of Music: Christian Bradley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY CLUB 

Meets at 10.0 a.m. each Sunday 

in the Harris Room, next to the church. More info from Jo or the clergy 

 

 

SANDFORD TODDLERS GROUP 
meets every Monday 10 -12 in the Village 
Hall, including most weeks in school holidays 
but excluding bank holidays. 
We welcome families from Sandford, 
Littlemore and further afield. We use a large hall, some outdoor space and 
toys to suit ages 0-5 years. £2 per family (first session free) with free 
tea/coffee for parents and snacks like fruit, biscuits and toast for children. 
At the end of the session, there is storytelling and/or singing. 

We are volunteer-run, so help setting/clearing up is always appreciated. 
Come and join us! More info from john.findon@jesus.ox.ac.uk 

-2- 

Sunday services 

Every Sunday: 10.0 a.m. Parish Communion 

6.30 p.m. Evening prayer 

Every Wednesday: 11.0 a.m. Holy Communion 

(BCP) Last Sunday of the month: 

10.0 a.m. a more informal Westward Communion service 

http://www.sandfordchurch.org.uk/
mailto:john.findon@jesus.ox.ac.uk
mailto:robert.morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk
mailto:john.findon@jesus.ox.ac.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Findon writes: 

I was brought up in the tiny Village of Pillerton in south Warwickshire. There  
Was a story still current (the man’s family still living in the village) about a 
former Parish Clerk who attended the first visit by Mormon missionaries  
at a meeting in the Village Hall. The old man sat at the back with his large,  
black King James Bible, opened it at Genesis 1, and read with his loudest  
Church voice until the visitors gave up. He then cheerfully announced that  
‘the word of the Lord hath prevailed in Pillerton’. 

I have never felt attracted to Mormon religion, but the Parish Clerk’s use of  
the Bible is quite as alien to me. It made Scripture into a practically magical  
power at his disposal, of a piece with the way my mother would sometimes  
be driven to answer: ‘but why have I got to…?’ ‘Because I say so’. 

Many of you will have been shocked by the recent coverage of the physical  
abuse of young men by John Smyth, which led to the resignation of the 
 Archbishop of Canterbury. One clergyman was quoted in the report saying that 
‘if this [the fact and nature of the abuse] became public it would set the Lord’s 
work back in this country by twenty years’. So he, like so many others, did  
nothing. 

We can all see how wrong that was. But it was not so very different from  
the way in which some clergy have for decades been willing (in order to  
‘protect their people’ as they would probably say, and not ‘set the Lord’s  
work back’) to keep truth, painstakingly researched from the study of the 
Scriptures, locked up in the Vicarage, never making itself heard in the pulpit.  
On the other hand, I have read attempts to argue that whales can’t be mammals 
because the Book of Jonah calls them fish. The literalist use of Scripture is alive  
and at work. The broadcast media commonly assume that all Christians are  
signed up to it, choosing Genesis in opposition to Darwin, for example. 

Yet it should surely be evident that to be afraid of truth is a kind of treason  
against the God of truth. And human beings are used to accessing truth in  
different ways, hoping to find it in Shakespeare as well as in Darwin.    

In the last Link I mentioned plans for ‘Agnostics Anonymous’.   I have been  
surprised by how many have lifted their heads far enough above the  
battlements to speak to me about it. I plan that a group should meet in January,  
and shall be happy to hear from any others who might be interested. 

With love to you all for Christmas and the New Year - John 
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 Tidal Wave/ Tsunami 

In early December 2004 I was working in a large private school in Bangkok 
Thailand, having retired from 40 years teaching in the UK. I was part of the 
English Programme and taught girls of 16-18 20th Century World History and 
Physical Geography. 

As many of the girls came from families with luxury hotels and resorts in 
coastal Thailand and the islands although I had never seen a tidal wave I 
felt the need to make the students aware. I researched as best I could. I 
remember clearly telling the students that by carrying out my 
instructions it could save their lives. I described the sea pulling back and 
fishes flapping and rubbish visible on the sea bed. I told them to stop 
watching and to drop everything and run like mad in the opposite 
direction. I remember making them shout out the instructions loudly - 
Thais don't usually do this. 

This is what happened to some of my 17-18 year old students on the 
morning of 26th December 2004. Whilst running they were in the 
company of elephants who had pulled up their stakes and charging in the 
same direction. 

On returning to school in early January 2005 I was greeted with flowers, 
cards and presents. For me the most important thing were the letters 
from fathers thanking me for instructing the girls so well and saving their 
lives. Jill Love, 20 years on 
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LITTLEMORE CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH 
1-4 December 25th. 

FOOD * BINGO * RAFFLE * CRAFT TABLE 

At John Henry Newman Academy, Grange Road. 

Transport and vegetarian option available. 

Suggested donation £2.50 adult, £1.50 child. 

To book or to help contact 07398 599430 

or admin@littlemorechurch.org 

mailto:admin@littlemorechurch.org


Sandford Arts Crafts and Skills (SACaS) 

Events confirmed for the Spring: 

Thursday January 16
th 

from 6.0 - 7.30pm 

Listening Better 
with Alicia Pearson 

Learn some skills to help improve 

relationships at home and at work 

Thursday February 20
th 

from 6.0 - 

7.30pm Better images: reviving your 

camera skills with Steve Edmunds (please 

bring along your camera – not phone!!) 

Thursday March 20
th 

from 6.0 - 7.30pm 

Gardeners’ Question Time with a panel including local experts 

(Please email in your questions or bring them on the day) 

Thursday April 24
th 

from 6.0 - 7.30pm                          

Crocheting necklaces with Prue Reynolds 

(maximum of 10 in the group so please sign up by email: 

materials provided). 
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The Twelve Trees of Christmas trail at Harcourt Arobretum 
30 November 2024 - 6 January 2025 
What would Christmas be like without trees? Find out about festive tree- 
traditions from around the world on this trail around the Arboretum. 
Solve the puzzle and claim your prize. £2 per trail with prize. Pay on arrival. 

Anyone interested in attending any of the 

SACaS sessions should email Etain on 

sandfordhallevents@gmail.com 

mailto:sandfordhallevents@gmail.com


 

CHRISTMAS GIFT DONATIONS 

for local families and communities in need 

We will welcome clothes, toiletries, jewellery, festive food, games, 

children’s books and other gifts. Plus hot water bottles, blankets, 

shawls, scarves, gloves, hats, fleeces and coats to help people through 

the winter. (All items new or as new please). These will be distributed to 

centres in Oxford which then share them out as appropriate with their 

local residents in need. Please leave donations in the box in the Talking 

Shop foyer until midday on Saturday 7th December. 

 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY in the lead-up to Christmas 

 Saturday 30th Nov, 9-12: The Great Tree Giveaway! 

The International Tree Foundation has worked with the 

Oxfordshire Community Action group to donate free trees for 

gardens and public spaces. Choose from crab apple, rowan and the 

wayfaring tree: all are beautiful and easy to grow, and provide food 

for wildlife and attract pollinators; we’ll provide advice if you need 

help choosing. 

The trees are cell-grown so will start as small but healthy plants. 

First come-first-served (and we will give away the remainder at the 

end of the market). 

 Wednesday 4th Dec, 2-4pm: Afternoon Tea 

Join us for tea, cake and a raffle ticket for just £4. Over 18s 

only, booking required. Email prue.reynolds96@gmail.com 

to book. 

 Saturday 7th Dec, 9-12: Christmas Market! with 

gingerbread-house building for children, and lots of great 

stalls offering unique and wonderful gift ideas: stalls include 

Natalie Ellett’s beautiful artworks, prints, cards, 

and hand-crafted items, Abi’s unique 

leather bags, mouthwatering Syrian treats 

by Alaadin, irresistible brownies from 

Bake it Please, and local honey 

and beeswax candles by Bee Bounty. 
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The New Paths at the Village Hall 
You may have noticed the new paths connecting Henley Road with the 
recreation ground via the community orchard and the graveyard with a  
link to the Village Hall car park. The paths are all weather and in addition 
 to helping less able walkers, also enables wheelchair and pram access, which 
had previously been difficult. 

The first section from Henley Road to the 
orchard gate was financed by the VOCO hotel 
and the remaining paths financed by a 
£5,000.00 grant from TOE (Trust for the 
Oxfordshire Environment) with the balance 
being met from Parish council funds. 
The Parish council would like to thank all the 
parties involved for their help and co-
operation in getting this project to 
completion. 

This new facility should improve access for all 
in that area of the village and we also hope 
that the VOCO hotel will be able to complete 
the final section linking through their new 
orchard area to the hotel car park. 
Peter Addyman 

[These new paths are a hugely helpful addition to the village – very many  

thanks to Peter for his initiative and his commitment to the project.] 

 
 
 

 

We are a family-run garage in Henley Road, Sandford on Thames 
MOT testingServicing all makes and modelsGeneral repair 

Cambelt replacementsAir con regas/Servicing 
Precise diagnosticsSuspension repair/Tracking 

www.tjhallandson.co.uk 

http://www.tjhallandson.co.uk/


 

Would you like to join Sandford-on-

Thames Parish Council? 

There is now a vacancy on this friendly 
council which meets each month in the 
Village Hall on the first Monday of the 
month at 6.30pm. 

Anyone over 18 is eligible, and we would particularly welcome 
any interest from the Park Homes or Heyford Hill 

parts of the village to ensure we have 
good representation for all villagers. 

The parish council is an essential part of the structure of 
local democracy. Its role is to act on behalf of the village to: 

• give views, on behalf of the community, on planning 
applications and other proposals that affect the 
parish 

• undertake projects and schemes that benefit local residents 

• work in partnership with other bodies to achieve benefits for 
the parish 

• alert relevant authorities to problems that arise or work 
that needs to be undertaken 

• and help the other tiers of local government keep in touch 
with their local communities. 

The County and District Councillors usually attend to keep us informed 
about what is going on in the wider area, answer questions or put them 
to the right person if they don’t know the answer. The Council minutes 
are posted on the website (www.sandfordonthames.org.uk) as well as 
on parish noticeboards. 

If you are interested – or would like to find out more – just contact 
the Parish Clerk, Lynne Bustin, by email at Clerk@sandford-on-
thames-pc.gov.uk or 07496 414987 
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Rest in peace 

Tammy Holden-White b. 25th September 1987, d. 24th October 2024, aged 37  

On 19th November several Sandford friends, including St Andrew’s choir and 
Hannah on the harp, attended the Thanksgiving Service at Sutton Courtney for  

Tammy’s life, and hope to plant a tree in her memory here in Sandford. 

Tammy was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer shortly after the birth of her and 
Simon’s son Tom, and the prognosis was dreadful. But Tammy lived on  
courageously, supported by friends and cared for by Simon and her birth family 
 for six and a half years, so Tom’s infancy was embraced by her love and will be 
enriched by memories. She was a radiant woman that none of us who knew her  
will forget, always wanting to help and serve her local community (she was briefly  
a councillor at Sandford before relocating). 

At the cremation among the tributes Simon’s mother Liz recalled St Paul’s 
‘fruit of the Spirit’ – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5.22) and we all reflected on 
how wonderfully these flourished in Tammy. Our sympathies go to Simon and 
Tom and the wider family. Sorrow for a life cut short at 37 is softened by 
thankfulness for so much that was good in it. 

 

Martyn John Akrigg b. 26th July 1978, d. 8th September 2024, aged 46 

Martyn’s family write: Son of John and Marlene, youngest of three children, 

he grew up in Sandford, where he had many friends. He went to Speedwell 

School and then on to Oxford Boys, where he made friends who stayed with 

him to 

the end. Six of them carried him into the service at Garford. 

Martyn met his wife Ruth while she was studying in Oxford, They married in 
July 2005 and moved to Didcot, and later to Chilton, where they had Ella, 
followed by Isla (R.I.P.) He worked for local electrical companies with John his 
dad, and became self-employed until 2021. He then worked for a national 
firm Baileys at Aldermaston. After working for only about 12 months for them 
he became unwell and cancer was diagnosed. He had many chemos and kept 
the faith that he was going to get through it, but sadly on 8th September this 
year he passed away with Ruth by his side. 

He will be missed by all his family and his many, many friends. He was a great 
husband, father, son, brother, uncle and friend. May you rest in peace, 
Martyn – you were far too young to leave us all. 
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Parking, speed limits and traffic. 

There has been a lot of speculation about the changes to the number of 
vehicles parking along Sandford / Henley Road and other places. The bulk of 
this additional parking is related to Laing O’Rourke, the main contractor for 
the Ellison institute in Armstrong way, a three-year project. Parking was 
restricted in Armstrong way and as a result, Sandford / Henley Roads filled up 
and the Heyford Hill lane junction became constricted and quite hazardous. 
HHL itself has also been negatively affected. The number of workers will 
significantly increase after the basic structure is completed and fitting out 
starts. 

The planning application’s quite vaguely written traffic management plan 
includes the Oxford City requirement that no construction traffic goes through 
Littlemore, so Sandford gets it all. Laing O’Rourke has been approached by 
Sandford PC and has been co-operative in trying to address the immediate 
problems. In order that the PC has its own record, please send your 

  observations about parking, speeding or other Laing O’Rourke matters    
  affecting Sandford to amandathompson@laingorourke.com with cc to  
  clerk@sandfordonthames-pc.gov.uk . 

The PC, in conjunction with Highways and Laing O’Rourke is trying to get double 
yellow lines around the HHL junction, the bridge and the bus stops, and also 
near the Littlemore Brook bridge where the road narrows to help stop 
inconsiderate / dangerous parking. 

The PC have applied for a 20-mph limit in the village and the consultation on 
that has just closed. The stretch from the Armstrong Road traffic lights to the 
Littlemore Brook would remain at 30. As part of this, we want to place a speed 
measuring / warning device near the Littlemore Brook, the location 
recommended to the PC by the Highways department. So far, we have been 
unable to find a suitable location for a device for traffic from the South as 
there are reservations about all places suggested. 

The VOCO hotel is in negotiations with Laing O’Rourke about creating 
temporary car parking on an area of their land between the hotel and 
Church Road but that has required a planning application which, if it is 
made, will take some time. We have been assured by Laing O’Rourke that 
access would not be from Church Road. Please make your own comments 
on any application, details of which will be found on the Parish website 
plus all the usual places. 
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Heyford Hill lane area addresses. 

Finally, after several earlier attempts, the Post Office has relented and changed all 
the Heyford Hill lane area addresses from Littlemore to Sandford-on- Thames. 

Thanks go to a local resident who initiated the process and persisted through the 
PO procedures to successfully make the change. The HHL area was in Littlemore 
until the boundary changes of the 1980's when land north of Grenoble road went 
into Oxford city and land bounded by the Thames, the Littlemore Brook and the 
A4047 came into Sandford. The vast majority of houses in that area were built 
after the boundaries altered but the PO still gave them Littlemore addresses rather 
than change the existing houses to Sandford- on-Thames. Good news that the PO 
has accepted the obvious reality. 

Peter Addyman, Chair, Sandford on Thames Parish Council 
 

SANDFORD ANNUAL FESTIVAL 2024 

Distribution of funds to good causes: 

This year the Annual Festival held in July on behalf of St. Andrew’s Church raised a 
super sum of money for distribution to the local charities and good causes. A great 
result for all who attended and those that helped to contribute. The funds have 
been allocated as shown below, as well as retaining some funds for starting the 
2025 event. 

Distribution includes: 
ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH (MAIN PURPOSE) £2,000; HOME START OXFORD £500; ST. 
MARY & ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH £200; VILLAGE FOOTPATHS UPKEEP £200; 
Other recipients include: TALKING SHOP £150; GARDEN GROUP (TS ) £100; 
REFUGEES SUPPORT £100. This is a total of £3,250 – a super achievement by the 
parish and our community. 

As a reminder, if you would like to help the event next year – 
with fresh ideas and energy - do please get in touch. 

We would like to hear from you. 
All best wishes from The Fete & Festival Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Update from Oxford Preservation Trust – November 2024 

As Winter settles in, we’re keeping busy with seasonal work in our green spaces 
including Heyford Meadow and 
Simons Land. Paths are clear and 
reeds and grasses have been 
scythed, raked and piled up. We 
also continue to maintain the 
boardwalks. We have recently 
opened up views into the pond 
area in Heyford Meadow, do  
take a look when you next visit. 
OPT Events Thank you to all of you who attended Oxford Open Doors!  
Undeterred by a week of hailstorms, approximately 30,000 visitors took 
 advantage of the returning sunshine to explore a range of events on offer 
 at over 140 venues. The Castleyard was full of creativity, from professional stone 
carvers demonstrating their craft to a hands-on screen printing workshop. 
Beyond the city, at the foot of Shotover Hill, tours of Slade Camp by local 
 historians were very popular. Many colleges and university buildings invited 
 the public in with tours and exhibitions. Open Doors will be on 13th & 14th 
September 2025 – save the date! 
For forthcoming events, see oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events or email 
info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk. 
We invite you to tell us about what wildlife you see    We know that many of  
you have a keen interest in wildlife and we’re interested in what you see when  
you’re out and about in our green spaces to help us with our management plans. 
 If you’d like to help us build on the records we have, you can record what you  
see using the iRecord app or making a note and sending it to the Thames Valley 
Environment Records Centre (TVERC). For more information on how to do this  
and how your findings would be used go to  
https://www.tverc.org/recorders/share-your-records 

Season’s Greetings! OPT wishes you a relaxing break over the Christmas 
holidays. We hope that you get to enjoy a wander in one of our green spaces 
local to you, or perhaps a bit further afield. Our website has a range of walks to 
choose from https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/green-spaces-walks 

Hannah Brockwell 
Green Spaces Officer h.brockwell@oxfordpreservation.org.uk 01865 24291 
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SOMETHING THAT NEEDS FIXING? 
Clive Shorter can help with painting and decorating/ 

Gardening/DIY and more 

07765 666625 commius@hotmail.com 

Heyford Meadow has its own volunteer 
conservation day on the 

third Friday of each month 
between 9.30am and 12:30pm. 

It is a great way to be out in nature, get 
active, and meet new people. Everyone is 
welcome to join, no experience required. 

file:///C:/Users/Hannah.Brockwell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CO29RKC7/oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/events
mailto:info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
https://www.tverc.org/recorders/share-your-records
https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/green-spaces-walks
mailto:h.brockwell@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
mailto:commius@hotmail.com


 

Our  Parish Councillors:  

Peter Addyman (Chair) 

Michael Whitlock (Vice-chair) 

                 Mark Baseby; Daniel Tarzey; Lewis Barrett; Nicky Fenton. 

 
Notes on the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 2nd 

September 2024 at 6.45 pm in the Village Hall 

Full minutes can be seen on the parish noticeboards 

Councillors present: Peter Addyman Chair, Lewis Barrett, Nicky Fenton, Dan 
Tarzey 
In attendance: The Clerk, Lynne Bustin 

Apologies for absence: Mark Baseby and Michael Whitlock. Cllr Sam Casey- 
Rerhaye (SODC) and Cllr Robin Bennett (OCC) did not attend. 
Reports from District and County Councillors: Oxfordshire County Councillor 
report received and read. 
Minutes: Minutes of the meeting held on 5 August approved and signed. 

. 1.  Parking Issues 
a. Significant increase in parked cars on Sandford Road, parking over the 
A4074 bridge towards Littlemore, and down through Sandford on Thames 
village. Access to Heyford Hill Lane compromised. Double Yellow lines around 
the junction for Heyford Hill Lane popular. Ellison project causing much of the 
issue. ACTION: Liaise with Littlemore PC 
. b. Possibility of Voco Hotel providing temporary parking area for Ellison  
       project– Laing O'Rourke contractors 

2. Village maintenance 
Contractors: Contact contractors to tender for village maintenance work 
Work to include cutting back brambles, trees, removing trimmings, ad hoc 
work such as trees adjacent A4074 at Fox Furlong, mowing Broadhurst 
Gardens, cutting back brambles at the Wharf, Yeffley Drive brambles. 
Map of areas to be created. 
Road surface of Henley: resident email covered in the Highways Walk & Talk. 
Playground Update: Broadhurst Gardens swing seats, get a quote for the 
enclosed seats as well as the standard swings. 
Review Kompan contract for renewal terms: investigate other playground 
maintenance contractors and inspection providers. 
Review inspection report: for serious issues and address at next meeting 
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Notes on the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 7th 

October 2024 at 6.45 pm in the Village Hall 



Councillors present: Peter Addyman, Chair, Michael Whitlock, Mark Baseby 

1. Apologies for absence: Daniel Tarzey, Lewis Barrett, Nicky Fenton 

2. Reports from District and County Councillors: Oxfordshire 
County Councillor report and SODC report both to be shared on 
website. 

3. Minutes: Minutes of the meeting held on 2 September NOT approved 
and NOT signed as councillors present were not present at that meeting. 

4. Parking issues: 
a. 20mph speed limit consultation – Parish Clerk to clarify the enforcement 

of 20mph with TVP. 
b. Parking issues caused by Laing O Rourke contractors. Parish Clerk to 

review Green Travel plan, clarify access to proposed parking area at 
Voco. 

5. Parish maintenance 

a. Flooding at Fox Furlong form blocked drains – clarified the drain route 
and supplied information to SODC. Parish Clerk to get a definitive 
waterways map from engineer. 

b. Potential new bin at Sandford Lane (PA) 

c. Grass cutting & tree maintenance contractors 
i. It was noted that the wild grass verges had not been cut as requested – 
in future ask for them to be mowed at the end of August 
ii. It was noted that there are still a large amount of work required 
at Broadhurst Gardens 
iii. Clerk to use the schedule created 2023 for contractors to provide 
a quote from – including grass cutting. 

d, Progress report on orchard (PA) - Progress on orchard/burial 
ground/recreation ground paths & gates (PA). Work due to begin this week. 

a. Heyford Hill Lane address consultation: The Parish Council had been 
contacted by residents asking about school catchment areas. It was 
noted that the parish has encountered difficulties accessing certain 
schools. The Parish Council assume that residents will respond to the 
address consultation in a private capacity if they so wish – the PC are 
not a listed consultee. 

Church Road weeds in drains reported by resident – Parish Clerk to check all gulleys 
clear as this was noted during the Highways walk in the summer 
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